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1) IPF has applied for IOC membership.

26 August the IPF President and General Secretary handed over to IOC the application for IPF membership...
The IPF EC members have worked with these documents since the end of 2003 when IOC published their new requirements for a federation to gain IOC membership. 
Only through a good cooperation with most of the IPF member federations it was possible to produce information to fulfil all IOC questionnaires and requirements. 

This is the second time IPF apply for IOC membership. This time the IPF EC has carefully obtained information from members and officials within IOC how to proceed and thoroughly supplied all information required by IOC.
With nearly 100 member federations spread all over 5 Continents and the adoption of the WADC, IPF meets all major requirements to be accepted as IOC member.

This time the IPF EC has a good feeling for a successful outcome but it is important for all members to be aware of that even being accepted as an IOC member, IPF will not automatically be part of the Olympic Games. 
But IOC recognition will be a great benefit for all IPF member nations toward their Governments and their national Olympic committees with respect to economically support and acknowledgement.
It is not known when we can expect the answer from IOC.
2) Doping tested lifters at the Men’s Open European Championships.

    Following lifters were tested at the Men’s Open European championships in Nymburk, Czeck Republic:

Sergey Fedosienko, RUS (52),  Thomas Wulfeld, SWE (56) Kostadin Bahtchevanov, BUL (60), Vitaliy Teteutsa,UKR (67,5), Jacek Spychala, POL (75), Milen Christov, BUL (82,5), Pavel Ozerov, RUS (82,5), Petr Theuser, CZE (90), Andrey Tarasenko, RUS (90), Arunas Jasmontas, LIT (100), Maxim Barkhatov, RUS (100), Roman Voroshyluyn, UKR (110), Ignat Belausav, BLE, Istvan Arvai, HUN (125), Jörgen Ljungberg, SWE (125), Ove lehto, FIN (125), Tibor Meszaros, HUN (+125), Evgen Yarymbash, UKR (+125).

    We are pleased to be informed from the IOC doping laboratory in Prague that all samples were negative.

3) Doping tested lifters at the Junior European  

    Championships.

Following lifters were tested:

	Zadorina Yana,RUS
       48     
	Ryzhuk Anya, RUS
   52

	Pavlovskaya Kira,RUS    56
	Poletaeva Irina,RUS     60 

	Murashova Alexandra, RUS 82.5
	Zambrycki Tomasz,POL  52

	Danilov Konstantin, RUS 56
	Zakiev Airat, RUS
   60

	Kazakov Ravil,RUS
  60
	Dvornikov Dmitriy,RUS  75

	Naleykin Sergeiy, RUS  82.5
	Christov Christo, BUL  90

	Shlyakhta Ivan,UKR
  100
	Kiss Sandor, HUN
100

	Bryniarski Oliwier, POL  110
	Pankov Alexey, RUS  125

	Klyushev Alexandr,RUS +125
	Hannukainen Heikki, FIN  +125



Out of a total number of 141 lifters, 18 were doping tested meaning 12.7%.

The IOC doping laboratory in Prague informs that all tests were negative.
4. Report from the Junior European Championships 
    in Sofia, Bulgaria 17-20 June.
  By Jiri Hofirek.

To my opinion the Junior European’s was a good organised Championship under the guidance of Christo Meranzov. There were some minor mistake by the speaker and the secretary people at the beginning but when they were better informed  the competition run better and better each day.

In the 125 kg class the jury interfered with the referee decision regarding the lifter Pankov from Russia. This created a protest and a lot of discussions but was finally solved by a decision of Dietmar Wolf and myself as the protest from Russia was accepted.

 By Dietmar Wolf:

These Championships were splendid organized in Sofia - Bulgaria from 17 to 20 June. Meet and Technical Director Christo Meranzov and his helpers from the National Federation were responsible for organizing this championship. 42 female  and 99 male lifters took part. In some weight classes we had a high lifting standard with World and European junior records broken. 

From the technical side we had only small problems under the first competition day.
The Russia women won the team trophy followed by Ukraine and Hungary.  The top three lifters were all from Russia; 

Pavlovskaya K., Poletayeva I., Murashova A.

Russia did also win the  men’s team trophy followed by Ukraine and Poland.  

The Champion of Champions is coming from Ukraine; Shlyakhta Ivan,  followed by Dvornikov Dmitriy and Kazakov Ravil - both from Russia.

5. Report from the 18th  European Masters in Havirov,  Czech Republic 7-11 July.
 
By Pavol Müller.
The venue for the 18th European Masters Powerlifting Championships was very good - constructed especially for weightlifting and that means also very good for powerlifting. Ivanko bar and ER equipment were used. 

The total number of competitors was 123 and 15 records were broken. 

The organizing committee was under the guidance of meet

director Miroslav Vacek and technical director Stanislav Krček and the organization was perfect.

15 doping samples were taken by doping officials from Prague laboratory. As usually we had a lack of referees so we had to sit all days at competitions without any rest. 

I arranged with Jiri Hofirek the referee’s examinations. The new international referee cat. II. is Dusan Skirkanic from Slovakia and in cat I. John Halfacre from Great Britain. Congratulation to both.
6. Report from the Western European Cup 22-25 July.
  
By A. Wahlstrom

The first WEC (former EU Cup) turned out to be a great success for the organiser as well as for the lifters.

The opening was a parade walking to the central part of the Sauda city headed by the Major of the town and drummers and the opening speeches were made at the market place.

26 new EU cup records were broken beside 2 new World and 3 European Master records.

Newer before in a west European country have I experienced so long a queue of spectators waiting to enter the competition hall. At the small village of Sauda with 5000 inhabitants, 1000 entered the competition hall to mainly applaud the local hero, Hildeborg Hugdal, setting new European cup records.

45 lifters from 9 countries joined the first WEC. The rather few lifters resulted in a high quality competition taking only few hours each day. It was an ideal competition for the spectators – rather short with a lot of record breakings.

The meet director Dietmar Wolf and his large number of crew (from the local sport club) put together a nearly perfect championship. Lifters, leaders and supporters travelling all the way to Sauda expressed their gratitude and pleasure of both the organisation and the great hospitality by the local people.

The whole competition was broadcasted live on internet. The producer, Onar Stangeland, made an outstanding work making this possible. One of the lifters had friends in Argentina and they could follow the whole competition real time at the internet.

This was good PR for the powerlifting sport and a big thank you to the organiser and to the Norwegian PF that provided so good service.

And thank you to all people in Sauda for their great hospitality and kindness!
7. Report from the Euro games 30 July.
 
 By Detlev Albrings.
Only 14 lifters took part at the Euro Games 2004 in Munich. The only foreign lifter was Merike Hauhija from Estonia.

The competition was held in the Central University Sports Area in the „Olympiapark“. The spirit was outstanding. A lot of athletes from other kind of sports attend as spectator at this event.

We saw a Bavarian folk dance before the medal ceremony.

It was for a few lifters the first Bench Press competition, because they normally start as track and field athletes.

In my opinion, it was worth, that EPF supported this kind of championship.

We showed in this way other athletes our sport.
8. Report from the Open European Benchpress 
    Championships in Vrsac / Serbia – Montenegro 

     6–8 August.

 
 By Dietmar Wolf.

It was the second time that the Powerlifting Federation of Serbia – Montenegro organized an international championship in the last two years. General Secretary and Meet Director Radovan Gavrilov and his helpers from the National Federation and local Powerlifting Club were responsible for organizing this championship. The championship was very well organized, especially the lifting and warm - up area. 

56 women and 80 men took part and in some weight classes we had a high lifting standard. From the technical side we had no problems under all competition days. 

The biggest problem for us was that the official weighing in scale was stolen after the first competition day. The Finnish team leader Janne Toivonen offers us to borrow the scale from the Finnish Team. Here I will say thanks to Janne Toivonen for helping us out of this difficult situation. 

I will also say thanks to referees who worked hard every day and to Jiri Hofirek, the Championships Secretary - EPF, who helped and supported me to organize the referee duties and the result  lists.
Marianne Tjørnhom - Norway, from ADN (Anti Doping Norway Agency) was responsible to instruct and supervise the doping controls in Vrsac. We had 16 doping tests, which were carried out immediately after the competition. To use AND, we could guarantee that we had a high standard of the doping control procedure according to the IOC requirements.

9. Report from the European Masters Benchpress 
    Championships in Hamm / Luxemburg 26–29 
    August.
 
By Dietmar Wolf.

We experienced again that the Luxemburg Powerlifting Federation is a marvellous organizer.  Meet Director Gaston Parage and all his helpers from the National Federation are an especially well organized team  and therefore the championships was very well organized, especially the arrangement in the  warm up area and the accommodation. 

46 women and 118 men’s took part in different age categories in these championships. In some weight classes we had a high lifting standard with European and World records broken, and from the technical side we had no problems under all competition days. 

A special thanks to the loaders as they worked very fast and hard under the whole championships.

I will also say thanks to the referees who worked hard each lifting day. 

Bernard Boubel  - Luxemburg was responsible to carry out the doping controls in Hamm. We had 15 doping tests, which were carried out immediately after the competition. 

10. Doping tested lifters at the European Masters  

      Benchpress Championships in Hamm / 
      Luxemburg 26–29 August.

Following lifters were tested and all were negative according to the report from the IOC accredited doping laboratory in Cologne:

	Hary Jürgen (60), GER
	Daniel Epineau (67,5), FRA

	Claude Sitruk (67,5), FRA
	Bjarne Synstad (82,5), NOR

	Günter Wittkowski (90), GER
	Vladimir Volkov (100), RUS

	Niilo Maliniemi (125), SWE
	Christer Nylund (125) FIN

	Massimo Papini (125+), ITA
	Eberhard Schwanke (125+), GER

	Ghislaine Debacker (44), FRA
	Hanna Swahn (52), DEN

	Aly Keizer (67,5), HOL
	Hana Takacova (82,5), CZE

	Rosemarie Beer (90), AUS
	


11. Promoter’s contract.
EPF has instituted a Promoter’s contract effective from 2005. This is a contract between EPF and the organiser of an European championship or cup and all organisers next year have received one and are asked to return the contract to the EPF General Secretary Ralph Farquharson.

The contract has been worked out to secure a good standard of our championships and cups and it specifies rights and obligations for both the organiser and EPF.

This will bring EPF a step forward as the contract is a checking list for the organiser with respect to what he must provide and it secures a high and more uniform competition standard. 
By specifying obligations for both the organiser and EPF, conflicts are avoided with respect to technical and practical details. 

Most frequent complaints regarding some organisers are the “over price” charged for the hotel accommodation. Some organisers have charged up to twice the normal price paid for the same hotel room if ordered directly to the hotel. 

EPF will be more restrictive regarding this in the future as rules are included to control this in the Promoter’s contract. 

EPF some years ago instituted a participating fee of 15 Euro for each lifter to be paid to the organiser to help with the economy. Besides, the organiser may charge lifters and officials for transports to and from the airport and for the banquet costs.

If this is not sufficient for organisers to cover their costs, a proposal to raise the participation fee can be discussed at the Congress. 
The principle must be that any fee paid by the delegates must be specified and known and not camouflaged as “over price” for the hotel accommodation. 
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