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1. A lot of federations have received the letter of Mike Armstrong, I not got it as he was to much coward to send it to me. But I received it thanks to many nations informing me.

I will only will handle 2 parts of it here. You all know me long enough, that you know how to read that most ugly letter I ever saw during my work for IPF.

I wanted to have a Disciplinary hearing about it and asked the EC to and you will not believe 4 answered ( Norbert + Arnulf + Gaston + Susumu ) two VPs were against as they take all as true in that letter the others so far not answered.

I will not repeat all he wrote, but naming me and the IPF President near criminals is a very hard thing and low moral ethics for me and Norbert Wallauch is totally wrong. I never was sitting in prison like him. Never one time I was accused to any unmoral or criminal thing. Before I was awarded with the highest German Bundesverdienstkreuz, I was checked in any possible way through all my files at all German police, taxoffice and other computers and nothing negative was found, only so I could receive that award.

 Also Mikes attacks of the EPF, with so many positives, is very special. What will Mike say with that, are we doing to good testings ? Is it wrong to use in Europe only IOC accreditate labs ? As the PAPF wanting to be accepted by IPF (General Secretary Mike Armstrong), Mauro DiPasquale as ist president doing the testing and was sending  9 tests to a non Olympic Lab, and remarkable 10 !!! lifters were published by Mike as tested negative.

Then I received a  letter from the lab ( Aegis Lab in Nashville ) to ask for the Tests in September , the answer was: "We never have received these tests, Dr. Di Pasquale is aware of that". So why Mike could then publish ten negative lifters? OK 10 tests were done, but during the tests 1 was done wrong and thrown away, and only 4 hours after that letter I received his resignation from all his offices. OK what is now low moral ethics in Mike Armstrong’s way of regarding the things?

A comment to Mike Armstrong’s resignation as IPF Ass. Secretary (EPF President).
You have probably seen the article Mike Armstrong has distributed in connection with his resignation as IPF Assistance Secretary. In this article he very strongly attacks Heiner Köberich and Norbert Wallauch and  he is also undermining the integrity of the IOC recognised laboratory in Moscow.

I do not want to be involved in the conflict between Armstrong versus Wallauch and Köberich . This conflict has grown  deeper and deeper and  they must face the consequences themselves and try to settle the disagreements  or ask a third and independent party to  evaluate the course of events.  

However, I will comment some arguments from Armstrong I find unfair and  he also by fare oversteps the manner of good ethics. 

Armstrong  accuses Köberich and Wallauch for making actions that are “possibly verging on criminal”. I strongly object to such accuses, as I know both Köberich and Wallauch to be strictly honest persons. My experience from the co-operation with both Köberich and Wallauch for many years is that all they do for powerlifting they do it out from what they think are the best for the sport and by no mean for personal benefit. They are both hard working gentlemen  and even if somebody do not agree about the way they solve  some cases they  deserve respect for the unselfish work they do for the best of the powerlifting sport.

Armstrong is also attacking the fact that IPF has not initiated OCT testing. I agree that  such testing is wanted and  also necessary as a warning to lifters and officials to stop or minimise any doping in our sport. To start  OCT testing is  a case the IPF Executive in connection with the Congress  must and will give priority in the future.

Armstrong is pointing at the fact that we have had a large number of positive tests in Europe the last years. Yes, this is unfortunately the fact but this is also the result of the strong and serious doping policy from IPF and EPF. We collect a lot of tests at every championship and we use IOC recognised labs. The number of positives must not be used as an argument against the doping policy of  IPF and EPF – it contrary shows that we are working very  effective and serious with the problem..

We use the Moscow laboratory  for analysing the major part of the tests carried out at European championships. This we do for the good service we are offered from the laboratory and  their prices are low so we can take more tests for the same amount of money. The Moscow laboratory is IOC recognised and EPF  has the highest confidence in the work carried out by the laboratory. 

There have been a turbulent year in the IPF Executive committee as there have been and still are internal conflicts between some of the members. Part of this conflict is due to the fact that Wallauch and Köberich by their own, negotiated and signed the Inzer contract . The rest of the Executive members felt they were set aside and not given the joint consultation they are granted by the Constitution.

The Inzer contract  will be an item on the IPF Congress agenda in November and  after all it is the Congress delegates that are the governing body of the IPF and make the final decisions. 

Even if this case has caused a deep conflict in the IPF EC, my opinion is that we discuss the Inzer contract and evaluate the  consequences  at the Congress. Thereafter the EC members must leave this conflict behind them and again co-operate to bring IPF forward. 

After all we are all working with powerlifting administration out from the love to the powerlifting sport  and what we most want is to see powerlifting being IOC recognised, all IPF/EPF championships being covered by world wide TV and we want a lot of spectators at our competitions.

To achieve such  a progress for powerlifting we must co-operate and not fight each other.

Regards,

Arnulf Wahlstrøm
Dopingtests in the meanwhile now 12 suspended only in EPF

Juniors European Sofia, these lifters were tested negative : Lafina Olesia Rus, Yurik, Elena Rus, Avilkina, Elena Rus, Florczy, Justyna Pol, Kurina, Yulia Rus, Kytola, Markko Fin, Didovyk, Sergej UKR, Suslov, Nikolaj Rus, Bondarenko, Vladimir Rus, Papazov, Vitalij UKR. 

Tested positive we had 2 lifters : Vysotskyi, Vladimir UKR, Positive on Stanozolol, and Taylor, Robert GBR positive Methyltestosterone. These two lifters loose their places and are suspended for 2 years.

European Masters Györ-Hungary, all lifters tested negative : King Mick + Macrow Stan, GBR, Collart JL BEL; Beer Rosemarie + Wang Dagmar AUT, Bederin Nikolai, Korolev Vladimir RUS,  Keyzer Ally HOL, Sochansky Stefan POL; Arnold Roberto GER, Lovasz Györgi HUN, Holovchenko Valerie UKR, Bottemer Francis FRAU, Giumarra Francesco ITA.

Bench European in Latvia, Tested negative : Mikkola, Seppo FIN, Pawlik Piotr POL, Nygaard Truls NOR, Furmanek Jerzey POL, Guerrero Joseph FR, Rantanen Oli FIN, Compain Didier FR, Fröhlich Matthias GER, Eriksson Allan SWE, Nowka Dina GER, Heliogin Francoise FR, Belova Lubov BLR.

Tested positive was Arthur Hirner Germany on Methandienone and Testosterone, he will loose his place and is suspended for 2 years.

EU Cup, DTMA tested at EU Cup most expensive that year so only 4 tests could be done, all tested negative in Cologne Manuela Krugluger AUT, Susane Diter DEN, Torsten Mainka GER, Maurice O´Connor IRE.

EPF Membershipfee:

3.- Please think to pay the next championships we meet us the 2001 Membershipfee of 400,-- DM. It saves money to do it cash and in time.

Heiner Köberich

